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1 Have with g g eat Poafite had Spine 4 
tion read | over your, two Excellent 
Treztiſes of Lo. Riptifm' Iwvalid, ant 
Sactrfotal Powers,” for both which, I 
think, you juſtly deferve the Thanks gf the 
Clergy of this Church; and I cannot but 
take his CPP TOY, to return e in b 
Feen 1 4-5 NE . 1 158 x . 
. 2" But che FRY on of my troubling ypu at 1 
this time, is, becauſe T find you have been 2 
attacked by one who has put out tWo Ser- 
mons under a Great Name, wherein he has | 
poſitivel hae erted (as you have cited him 4H 
4 1 riſes e aofal Powers, BY _ 
= * Faith of « the 1 5 
45 15 . Man 4 Right. 70 Boprize ; "upd 
"© chat this 5 been the conſtant Sen „e of the 
= 5 4 "oz abone fourt 6 5 9 
* And that by the Chee here 
de Meß ig whole Cathpolick ph 
is ma £0 Kom 2 Paſſa aueh goi 
ye you have a1 cite 78. 
80 mays, "That "*©:3hough*® he 2 
A 2 
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« the Nullity of —— Lay Bap- 
tiſm ] once got into ſome Churches, who 
© thought-that the Baptiſm of Hereticks was 
« of no Value, and was to be ed -npon 
« their coming into the Church, yet it was 
« ſolemnly condemned and rejected by all 
Churches of God, now for above fourteen 
« hundred Tears. One would think, a Man 
would not ſo confidently aſſert ſuch a Poſi- 
tion as this, without giving ſome Proof of it, 
and yet it ſeems he has not done it. But 
Jam fatisfied, the Reaſon is, becauſe he 
could not. For all the Churches of God 
— been far from condemning and rejecting 
this Notion that, except the Church of Rome, 
ee all the C 2 or God, have 
ſolemnly confirmed aud eſtabliſhed. it, lon 
within . Nele he has ed N 1 
Por Firſt (as you have ſhewn, and Mr. 
Reeves before you, as you ingenuoully ac- 
knowledge) two of the moſt-eminent Fa- 
thers of the Greek Church, St: Baſil and St. 
.Chryſoſtom, who both lived within the Pe- 
riod. that Author inſiſts on, have clearly 
determined in favour of this Notion. But 
not. only theſe Fathers, but the whole Greek 
Church, in a great Patriarchal Synod, 
have done the ſame. For in the Year, 
1166, ..Lucas Chryſoberges held a General 
Council of that Chure in Trello, in the 
Imperial Palace at Conſtantinople, at which 
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were preſent vie Bt Lucas of Cons; 


ftantinople, Athanaſius of Antioch, and MWice- 
phorus of Jeruſalem, together with \Fifty 
Seven ba by heya beſides other Bi- 
ſhops, as Dr. Cave informs us, (Hliſf. Lit, 
Vol. 1. p. 67 6. Vol. 2. p. 418, 410) Now 
ARM nod, as I have it from Matthew” 
m__ p in Biſhop Beveridge*s  Panidbts; Vol; 
. 42,) Manuel, Biſhop of Heraclea aK d, 
2 ethir he ought to receive, as one of” the” 
Faithful, « Perſon who' had been biptizad' by 
a Lap Man be pzetended 7 be n pet 
Owers?” Becauſe there pa ſuch 4 Caſe in his 
Dioceſs.' And "the 5 bd determined, that 
ſuch were to be e Bec auſi the Wh 
oſt 2. Bapttſen was committed only v Bi- 
4 Prieſts, actordſeg le the/ 4671 ihe 
7550 Apoſtolit al Canons," Can this Churely 
then 25 faid to have & ſolemuly tondenmned' 
Wb and 4 re fected this Notion of the walt of 
Lo- Baplißus, for above kouirteen hündzed 
Peats' together: when it Jo ſolemnly tun. 
„ ffrmed it in a General Countil off chat 
7 Ch teby within x hunde Tears" . 
gew eye 46 himſelf e cen 
riſhea 8" that'' Church near ; man ed 
Tears ker his Council Was held, viz. A. 
535 35\"teſtifies this to have been the 'Sehſe 
of that Chutch in his img;'and-ſays, ww 
A Mos hl ſay,” that Beptiſns s 1 
” a Lay-Ban, * Yeputed trat Bi 
A 3 “ tif, 
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cc tiſm, he may 4s well ſay, that thoſe who are 
" Ordained by 4. Lay-man, who has feigned 
c himſelf to F a Biſhop, ought to be eſteem d as 
„ Clergy-men, after the Fraud, has been de. 
« refed, which is abſurd. And can we 
think, that a Man ſo well verſed ih the 
Canons of that Church, as his book ſhews 
him to have been, would have ſaid this, 
if rat Church bad ever ſolemnly condemns 

ed and rejected“ this: Notion before his 
Time? Or at leaſt, would he not have ta · 
ken Notice of ſuch a Decree, and have en- 
deavoured to have evaded it? But he in- 
ee that the Adverſaries to this Doc+ 
trine had nothing to object againſt it, but 
a Story of St. e Who baptiz d 
Children whilſt he was a Boy, and, that 
thoſe, wha were fo baptized, were judged 
to have received true Baptiſm; which Story, 
the Learned in general at this time, 1 
upon to be falſe. and forged.. But Bla#ar's 
Anſwer to .it is, that“ What. is done gon 
+trary to. the, Canons, W gefteg 06 
« drayn into Example. Which. is, 70 iyis 
denge, that the Canons of the Greek Church | 
in Blaſar's time, ujere againſkjzh e Validi- 
ty of Lap Baptin rs 
e 
vu, of Lay. eco „1139 
have, out of Biſhop. Taylor's Bae, Dil Dabi- 
ele, Fourth. 2 5355 619. . 
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a Paſſage. of AL. j 
he declares 925 v. 4 1170 5 ain 
that is in Holy rders. . ow this $ imgon, 7 as 


we learn from. Mr. Wharton's 5 1 to 
Dr. Cave s Hiſt. Lit. p. 9, LE. 


bout the Lear, 17255 died n 


1429. and Wh Metropoli tan of 
Church. So that we ok 18 


till within theſe 300 1305 
not the Po of that. Guns | 
8 5 the. 54 7 1157 1 
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has plainly decar'd that it is none of her 
Senſe, that“ The "For in the Trinity gives 
&« every Man a Right to Baptize. 55 For 
Baptiſm is a Sacrament according to the 
declared Sen ow this Church; And nd by 
the 23d Article of bur Religion it is be- 
creed, 2 is i not Lawfuf for 4 


to take upon him The, Office of pabli 


Man 
Fila. 


ching, or Yiniſtring the Sacraments» 
the Congregation, befort he be lattuſly cal- 


led and ſent o execute the ſame. "And then 
by Purging the Rubrick in the Office of 
Frovuy Bp a ptiſm, the Church plainly ſbem' u, 
t'it was not her Senſe, 288 ay. men 
could have any Ri Right to Aaminiter that 
Sacrament, oa * 27 of the Congregart- 
on, or in Private Houſes. And tb, make'it 
evident, that rhe Reaſon for" alrerin the 
Kubrick in theFormh'of 1 
becauſe the Church e, ko & 
"ow Tau of the init) ave 4 bike, th 
cc to Baptixe. v I WI giye Ho mtory 
of Tr Okcaſr ion Tor flak tion, 
have taken it from he” Heer if - 
Conference at 'Hampto n "Court: 
by: N 4 1 LA 
14, | | Dal "my HO * 
00 The Ld. Archbitho procedbifed ſh 


« of Private e m, ans his Ma 
-< that the A 
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Baptiſm 5 
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«in the Pra libe of the Church, but ena ul · 

4 red of byBiſhops in their'Viſirations,: 
AND CENSUKRE'D; neither do the 

ords in the Book infer any — 

„ing; Whereunto the Ning * 


«urging and preffing the Mos 
hey- — notibut intend: a 


Book, that t 
* Permiſſion, and ſuffering Women and 
4 private Perſons to Ba Here the 
6 Hiſhs ſhop of Worcefter ſaid, that indeed, the 
e- gs were — — might be 
zellen to that Meaning, but yet it ſeem- 
- 0 by the contraty-Pattice rChurch 
Gr — Women in this Caſe) that tha 
4 4 piles of the: Book did not ſo intend 


* them, and n ambf- 
js guouſly F uſe otherwiſe. th 
< would not have paſſed in en 5 
The Biſhops of Londos and Winchefter/in- 
feet argued on the other fide, and pl 
ed . Laicks might Baptize in Cafes. uf 
"Neceſſity, and that Rubrick plainhj gave 
them chat Liberty. Howeber, the reſult 
of the Matter was} that the Rubridk. 
bel ultered, and the Words Cur ate a- 
kul —— ſhouldi be inſetted 51/Which 
| _ — done. Nouwstüt 5 plain 
rom erence; that althoug before 
that time, the Governors of this Church 
ſeemed to de divided in their Opinions about 


the Right which Lay-Perſons might have 
to 


({zxo) *, 25. "1 
to Baptize ;. yet to pzevent ſuch Diviſion, 
and all Miſtakes about che Senſe. of the 
Church for the Future, with Relation to 
this Matter, the Rubrick was altered, and- 
only Cleꝛgy⸗Men permitted to baptize e- 
ven in Caſes of Neceſiity.; So that how 
ſoever ſome might underſtand the Senſe 
of this Church before this Conference, yet 
from chat time to this, in has been the 
conſtant, publick and declared Senſe oſſ it, 
That Bat can Lanfully be adminiſtred- 
even in Caſes of Neceſſity, 'by no other ch 
« Lanfal Miniſter, So that for theſe Hun 
dread Tearsat leaſt; it has not been the le 
of the Church of ENA, that ] he 
“% Faith of the Triniq gives every, Man 
% Night to baptis e. Huang 

UNITS nt VEE 30404 $61 bloow © 
Now, as to the Retamen Churches he- 
vond Seas, they ha vo in as expreſs m 
ner as can be, declare i Hanf a0 be 
invalid: For in the Bent of tbe Diſcinline f 
the Reformed Churchas in France, Cheb. 11 
Cons is — — _ 

ſtr6d'6y.49 unoꝛdained 01g 
2 and null. And we may veaſonably 
ſuppoſe, that all the other Reformed Chur- 
ches, who-obſerve the ſame Diſcipline, are 
of the fame Opinion. e off 5 T6115 
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15 ig R aN 8 . and 18; 4 57 
Lou have very well obſerved in your I. 
validity of Lans Baptiſi, p. 65. That, * As 
4 for, thoſe who pretend to be, hut are not; 
« the Lawful Miniſters of Chriſt, tis well 
«known that they;plead for the Authority 
c of Baptizing upon this very ſcore, that 
« they eſteem their Miniſterial Com mi ſſion 
«© tobe of Divine Right ; and therefore will 
« never ſuffer their cammom People\ta Ad: 
«© miniſter Baptiſm; from hence it fol 
« -lows, that they alſo in Practite confirm 
6“ this Aſſertion of the Divine Authority of 
4 the Adminiſtrator of Baptiſm; then 
& wiſe their claiming the Power of Bapti- 
« zing by virtue of the ſuppoſed: D 
< Rabe br their Miſſion, would be a meer 
5 oglery, and indeed a Contradition?? > 
Lou might. have added, that this is nor 
only confirmed by their Praitictꝭ but theiv 
Doſtrine: For Carawright the Puritan, (as 
he fis cited. by, Hotter „in his Eesleſia tal | 
Polity, Lib, 554 S. Hays on gut Hohn 
ether be be a Miniſter: aim bepetiveth 
Ft ani the: Dignity; bum the Being of the 
K Sakrament, % that I tute the Huptiſud 
ef omen #0 be na mort: the Holy Saas 
eu; of Baprgſm, than; 6ny.dther Daily op 
F. Ordinaty Maſhing F che CH And 
Hooker ſhews Cartirighuis meaning to be 


chat, They oha bgm e without Eg, 
88 | . 
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do N. be they Women or Men. The 
Aſſembly of Divines alſo, in their Directorꝭ, 
which, was publiſhed by the Higheſt Au- 
thority which the Presbyterians ever uſurp- 
ed in England, declares, that | Baptiſm is not 
to be tain in any Caſe, by am Pꝛi- 
vate — — but by a Miniſter of Chit 
called to be the Steward of he My * of God. 
Andi in the Co nfefion of 0 f Faith, chap, 27. Num. 
4. Publiſhed bh the ſame Aſſembly, they 
ſay, © There be only two Sacraments ordain'd 
% Chriſt our Lord, in the Goſpel ; that is 
4 to; — Baptiſm and the Supper of the Lord: 
Neither of which may be diſpexſed hy-any, 
© but by a Miniſter of the Word Lawfully 
©*.ordained-"" 

80 that, as I have ddeady obſerved, I 
c#hnot find that any other [real one 
rended] Church, beſides that of Rome, holds 
the Dpinion which this Author maintains 
in his Sermon: But are fo far from it, that 
they have ever one by ſome! Solemn + 
ä — condemned and rejected 
1 et it ſeems; as you have cited him un, pg; 
24.(for Ihave not the Sermons, and ther re 
tad on your Quotations. ) Aſter he has 
enſarged upon this Topick, and ehdeavour- 
elt to juſtify the Validit of Lay- 
particularly — the ice of Mz — 1 
in Countries (though at the ſams 

confeſſes this to de contraty to 4 


expreſs 


/ (13)'s wk 
cape Ree of the Apoitles ) he has the Cons 


fidence to. ſay, tha ] 
« demnation of Lay-Baptiſm] is not the an 


( itep ſome are making towards Popery. Was | | 
ever any thing ſo abſurd and ridieulons? 
You and ſome others have condemned L- 


Baptiſm, a Practice for ought that I. can 
find, juſtified by no other Church in the World 
but the Church of Rome, and this he calls 
making a ſtep towards Popery ; But ſure, if a- 


.ny Body is making a Beep that way, it is 


Step towards it, in maintaining that to bet 

Senſe of the Church in general, nay, of * all 
the Churches of God for above fourte 
hundred Years,” which ſo manifeſtly ax 
pears to be the Senſe of the Popith Chure 


himſelf; And I think he has made a 15 x 


only. Is not this confining the Catholick | 
Church, -© all the Churches of God to that | 
« Church alone? And maintaing a conrupe 


Tradition of that Church, concerning t 
« Lawfulneſs of Midwives. Baptizing, e- 
ven againſt what he acknodwledges.to be 
Dan © erpzeſs Rule of che Apoſtle ? Bur 
this is not the firſt Inſtance of Authors like 
( Romiſþ Emiſaries) endeavouring to ob- 
trude the Doctrines of that Church upo 

us, and at the ſame time atcuſing thoſe of 
Popery that oppoſe them. © Though 1 do 


not remember to have met; wigh, any be- 


t, * This, [viz, the cone | 


1 
5 + 
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M—— 4. 
fore this, Who'has done it ſo bare-fabedl 
= to 1 the Doctrine he maintains to 
Popery,and againſt an expreſs Rule of the Apo- 
Als, at the : ade that 1 won 
obtrude it upon us. er 
And therefore you muſt give me leave to 
blame you a little, for on) faying, that you 
ſaſpect the Truth of the Title-Page:“ 1 ts 
Impoſſible fo good a Man as the B. of 8! 
ſhould charge Men with ' making 4 Hep 
towards Popery, without being able to. prove 
any thing like it. Or that fo judicious a 
Man, ſhould intimate, as, if Men were en- 
"clinable to Paper), becauſe they condemned a 
Doctrine which he acknowledges, to be a 
Doctrine of Popery, and if an expreſs 
Reale of the Apoſtles. Neither would one of 
- ſuch great Learning and Skill in Church 
"Hiſtory as all the World knows his L—p 
to be, ſo confidently affirm that to have 
been the Senſe of the Church, nay, af all 
the Churches of God, for above fourteen 
hundred Tears, which he could-not but 
know had been condemned within that Pe- 
riod, by two moſt eminent Fathers, and 
by a General Council of the Greet Church, 
'by our own Church at Home, when the 
Rubrick for private Baptiſm Was altefed, 
"abbye ag hundred Years ago, and by the 
Reformed Cliarches Abroad. Theſe are 
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demon- 
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(> 
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© Uimonſirative Argumepts that the E cb§,,ũ. 
demonſtra the By could: 


not be the Author of thoſe Sermiods, who- 


ſoever had the confidence'to put his Namie * 


to them. Fe 
I beg your Pardon for giving you this 


Trouble. | But when Iread your laſt "; 9 1 


Book, and faw what had had been 
Printed againſt \ the Doctrine you main- 


tained, and ſo. ftrange a Poſition advan» * 


ced about the Senſe of the Church concerning 
Lay-Baptiſm, I could not forbear to exa- 
mine whether this was 


of Rome. And I hoped it might not be un- 
acceptable to you, if I ſhould acquaint you 
with che Reſult of my Enquiries. Which 


if they may be of any ſervice in this Con- 


troverſy, I ſhall think my Pains well be- 
ſtowed, If not, I truſt you will however 
accept this Letter as a Teſtimony of my 
Eſteem both of yu ſelf, and your uſeful 
Labours. And I praiſe God for raiſing up 
ſuch of the Laity as your ſelf, and fome 


others to maintain and defend with Learn 


ing and Courage, thoſe; Spiritual 
_ of the Clergy, which I fear ſome 


_—_— 
our 


| e Senſe H any _ 
other Church, beſides that molt corrupt one 
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_ own Order are too ready to oppoſe. That 


God will preſerve you and yours, and 
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